
 
 
A conference hosted by BioEconomy e.V. and the Science Campus Halle – Plant-based 
Bioeconomy and sponsored by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate 
Action (BMWK) 
 

Programme  
(as of 16 May 2022) 

 

Wednesday, 18 May 2022 
 
From 8:15 a.m. Admission to the “red eye coffee bar” 
 
9:30 a.m.   Opening of the conference – hall 1 
Dr. Joachim Schulze - BioEconomy e.V.  
Prof. Dr. Ludger Wessjohann - Science Campus Halle – Plant-based Bioeconomy 
Dr. Friedrich Gröteke (BMWK)  
Dr. Judith Marquardt – city Halle  
 
10:00 a.m.  Keynote 1 – hall 1 
 
"The growth of the bioeconomy – a European endeavour." 
Peter Wehrheim – Head of Bioeconomy & Food Systems, DGRI, EU Commission 
 
The European Green Deal aims to improve the well-being and health of citizens and future 
generations across the EU. Biotechnology and the circular economy are core elements to 
reach these European goals. Peter Wehrheim will outline the EU Commission's strategic 
position on the growth of the bioeconomy.  
 
 

 
10:40 a.m.   Getting to know each other  
   Business-Speed-Dating – remember your business cards!  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
11:15 a.m.  Panel 1 – hall 2 
 
"New crops for fields and forests."  
The climate crisis is putting considerable pressure on forest and field vegetation to adapt. 
Traditional native crops no longer thrive, agriculture must transform, and forests suffer and 
dwindle. On the contribution of the bioeconomy to the preservation and development of natural 
economic areas. 
 
Panellists: 
Dr. Frank Thonfeld – German Aerospace Center (DLR): "The climate crisis has long been here. 
From space we can see how fast the forest is disappearing." 
 
Philip Rose – Founder and CEO ROKO Farming: “We need to renaturate as many fields as possible. 
What we need for our food: vertical farming.” 
 
Robert Hoffie – Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and Crop Plant Research (IPK): ”Climate 
change is bringing new parasites that we can control more quickly by genetic modification than by 
breeding new plants.” 
 

Prof. Dr. Klaus Pillen – Institute of Agricultural and Nutritional Sciences, Martin Luther University 
Halle-Wittenberg: “Cultivation of climate-resistant plants from the kit." 
 
 
Moderation: Prof. Dr. Matthias Zscheile (Rosenheim Technical University) / Michael Carl (MDKK) 
 

 
12:30 p.m.  Lunch and exhibition 
 

 
 1:30 p.m.  Showcases – hall 1  
 
"Bioeconomy hands on" 
Established and young companies give short pitches on their innovative solutions and products. 
 

• Semodia GmbH 

• InfraLeuna GmbH 
• Griesemann Engineering GmbH & Co. KG 

 

 
 2:00 p.m.  Panel 2 – hall 2 
 
"Writing success stories with bioeconomy." 
 
Across key industries, bioeconomy technologies and business models offer the opportunity to 
transform production sustainably, significantly increase your company's ability to weather crises 
and boost profitability. Discussion of key learnings from bioeconomy pioneers.  
 
 
Panellists: 
Claus Sauter – Founder and CEO, Verbio AG: ”Food has priority. We make biofuels from the rest. 
#strohklug.” 
 
David Brandes – CEO Planetary:  



“It's not about what the market already offers, but about forming a new market and shaping the future 
sustainably today.” 
 
Patricia Eschenlohr – Founder and CMO Landpack GmbH, spokesperson for the Bavarian 
Bioeconomy Expert Council:  
"With our technology for processing straw, we show how a sustainable, regional and circular 
bioeconomy can succeed with flows of residues.“ 
 
Mabel Gisela Torres Torres – Former Minister of Science Technology and Innovation/ Founder 
Selvaceutica 

 „The Colombian perspective for the bioeconomy in the tropics, success stories”. 
 
Moderation: Isabel Waengler (EW Biotech GmbH) / Michael Carl 
 

 
 3:00 p.m. Coffee break & exhibition 
 

 
 3:15 p.m.  Keynote 2 – hall 1 
 
"The bioeconomy as a strategic answer for regions undergoing structural change." 
Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schurr – Research Center Jülich, Institute Director IBG Plant Sciences, BioSC 
 
 

 
 4:00 p.m.  Panel 3 – hall 2 
 
"Hacking the base of the food industry."  
 
Fine cheese without animal proteins? And milk, sausage, mince and so on ... The agricultural and 
food industries are facing a fundamental transformation, driven equally by customer demands, 
economic conditions and climate change. Bioeconomy technologies promise this change, 
especially in the food industry. Discussion of significant growth potential. 
 
Panellists: 
Dr. André Schiefner – Team lead cell culture and media development, Bluu GmbH   
 

Dr. Karin Meißner – Technical Sales Manager B2B, Prolupin GmbH 
 

Jan Saam – Founder and CEO OSPIN  
 
Dr. Patricia Bubner – Founder and CEO Obillion Bio 
 
 
Moderation: Isabel Waengler / Michael Carl 
 

 
 5:00 p.m.  Keynote – hall 1 
 
”Anything less won't do. The climate crisis as a challenge and driver of the bioeconomy.“  

Prof. Dr. Hans Joachim Schellnhuber – Initiator and Co-Founder of Bauhaus der Erde GmbH, 
Director Emeritus of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) 
 
A clear call to science. The goal agreed in Paris to limit global warming to between 1.5 degrees 
and 2 degrees above pre-industrial levels is a long way off. In order to be able to contain the 



consequences of the climate crisis as best as possible, immediate action is required, especially in 
the economy. For the companies and technologies of the bioeconomy, this is both a challenge and 
an opportunity. 
 
 6:00 p.m.  End of the conference programme day 1 
 
 7:00 p.m. Evening reception in the "Turm" tower in Halle (Saale) 
  Admission 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thursday, 19 May 2022 
 
from 8:00 a.m.  Admission to the “red eye coffee bar” 
 
 9:00 a.m.   Welcome, hall 1 
 Summary day 1 / Michael Carl / Dr. Joachim Schulze (CEO BioEconomy e.V.) 
 

 
 9:10 a.m.   Keynote – hall 1 

 
"Impacts of a dropout of Ukrainian and Russian crop production on the German bioeconomy." 



Prof. Dr. Alfons Balmann – IAMO, Director and Head of Department at the Leibniz Institute of        
Agricultural Development in Transition Economies (IAMO) 

 

 
9:45 a.m. Coffee break & exhibition 
 

 
10:00 a.m.  Strategy Forum – hall 2 
"Roadmap bioeconomy in times of crises." 
 
One of the fundamental discussions on the bioeconomy is about the high energy requirements for 
the use of sustainable raw materials and about the application of science-based genetic research. 
Is the Russian war in Ukraine and a probable agricultural crisis exacerbating the development of 
the bioeconomy? Where can and will it be part of the solution to the Paris climate goals and which 
strategic decisions are necessary for this? 
 

Michael Kellner – Parliamentary State Secretary at the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and 
Climate Action/ Federal Government Commissioner for SMEs 
 
Prof. Dr. Alfons Balmann – Director of the Leibniz Institute of Agricultural Development in 
Transition Economies / German-Ukrainian Agricultural Policy Dialogue 
 
Dr. Joachim Schulze – CEO BioEconomy e.V. 

 
Moderation: Michael Carl 
 

 
11:00 a.m. Coffee break & exhibition 
 

 
11:15 a.m.  Panel 4 – hall 2 
"New resources for the circular economy." 
  
Entering the circular economy is a scientific as well as an industrial challenge – and a plain 
necessity if we are to succeed in even coming close to the Paris climate path. This is an important 
starting point for the bioeconomy, in the chemical and paper industries as well as in agriculture. At 
the same time, many of today's biotechnologies are very energy-intensive by comparison. A 
requirement for the energy industry as well as for the cross-sector integration of cycles. 
 
Panellists: 
Prof. Dr. Ludo Diels – Institute of Environment and Sustainable Development, University of 
Antwerp: ”Lignin opens the way to a sustainable circular economy.“ 
 
Astrid Haury – Founder and CEO Trash2treasure 
 
Prof. Dr. Thomas Brück – Professor of Synthetic Biotechnology, TU Munich, member of the 
Bioeconomy Council: ”For me, bioeconomy is a key to the sustainable transformation of industry and 
society.“ 

 
Dr. Lars Börger – Vice President Renewable Polymers & Chemicals, Neste:  
”We need to take drastic action to achieve the necessary shift to a circular economy.“ 
 
Moderation: Michael Carl / Bruno Rudnik (SusTech Consult) 
 



 
12:30 p.m. Lunch 
 

 
 1:30 p.m. Future BioE – A discourse 
 
  Bioeconomy – in the “turning point”. 

What science and business need from each other. 
 
 
Are we structurally ready for the bioeconomy? We are at a turning point: The farewell to fossil raw 
materials is taking place with enormous acceleration. 
Only the farewell to oil, gas will follow. Add to that the climate crisis, the regionalization of 
production, and the insecure food supply. 
This turning point is the greatest challenge and opportunity, especially for the bioeconomy: are 
science and business able to network in an innovation-oriented manner and to realize a 
sustainable circular economy? 
What do they need from each other for this? 
 
Panellists: 
 

- Dr. Friedrich Gröteke – Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action 
...we need the qualified feedback in order to continuously optimize the general conditions... 

- Arne Gröngröft – DBFZ Deutsches Biomasseforschungszentrum 
...the potential for a successful bioeconomy is there... 

- Dr. Michael Duetsch – UPM Biochemical GmbH 
...an advisory board of experts makes sense for R&D from the point of view of business... 

- Dr. Klaus Pellengahr – Corden BioChem GmbH 
... we urgently need to work on the implementation structures for better cooperation 
between science and industry... 

- Prof. Dr. Matthias Zscheile – Management BioEconomy Cluster (Leuna)  
…we have to involve SMEs more and earlier… 
 

Moderation: Michael Carl / Bruno Rudnik 
 
 
 3:00 p.m.  End of the conference 
 
 
 


